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Hindenburg at the Battle of Tannenburg, and never again set
foot on German soil. Trench warfare now began on the
Eastern Front as well as on the Western.
The naval policy of the German Government was to keep
their main fleet in port until mines and submarines had reduced
the British strength to something like their own. The British
fleet was unable to blockade them closely owing to minefields,
and it therefore took up a position at Scapa watching for its
enemy to appear. Several German warships were at distant
stations when war broke out, and of these two managed to reach
Constantinople, where their presence encouraged Turkey to
enter the war on behalf of the Central Powers (November 1914).
Four others which were in the Pacific destroyed a weaker British
squadron off Coronel (Chili); but a month later they were
themselves taken at a disadvantage near the Falkland Islands
and completely destroyed. Thus by the end of the year the
German flag had disappeared from the sea, and the Allies had
a monopoly of sea-borne commerce for the rest of the War.
§333- I9I5: trench warfare—gallipoli — coalition
government.—During this year the trench defences on the
Western Front was so developed by barbed-wire entanglements
and machine-guns that none of the attacks made by either side
made gains proportionate to the casualties they cost. Hand
grenades and trench mortars and poison gas were also brought
into use; and the industrial resources of all the belligerent
countries were gradually concentrated on the production of war
material.
There was much debate as to whether it would be better for
the Allies to concentrate their strength for frontal attacks in the
west, or to strike at points where the enemy was weaker—on
the Turkish or Balkan fronts. On the whole, the generals
favoured the former policy and the statesmen the latter. The
result of this division of opinion was seen in the Gallipoli
adventure of this year. An attempt was made to knock Turkey
out of the war, so as to relieve the pressure on Russia; but the

